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1. Keeping our gaze fixed on Jesus, the author and perfecter of the faith, the Apostle (Heb 12) wants 
us to think again about what and how much great contradiction he had to sustain on the part of 
sinners against himself, so that we, tired from the efforts and dangers, we do not sometimes lose 
heart and we do not remain almost succumbing. Keeping this salutary thought firm, it is absolutely 
necessary that we strengthen and restore ourselves when against the same Body of Christ, which is 
the Church (Col 1), the ardor of this ferocious, interminable conspiracy flares up more vehemently, so 
that, comforted by the Lord and in the power of his virtue, protected by the shield of faith, we can 
resist in the days of evil and extinguish all the fiery darts of the evil one (Eph 6). In this upheaval of 
times, in this horrible confusion, all the good have to endure a hard fight in which the enemies fight 
against all who have the Christian name; harder for Us, who have a greater commitment to the 
Christian Religion as we are entrusted with the care and pastoral governance of the whole flock (San 
Siricius in Imerio of Tarragona,Letter 1 from the Coust). But even in the same gravity of this weight 
loaded on Our shoulders, that is " to carry the burdens of all those who are burdened ", the more We 
are aware of Our weakness, the more the divine institution of this raises Us to a more firm hope. 
apostolic ministry, so established in the person of Blessed Peter that, since he never had to abandon 
the government of the Church which had been entrusted to him by Christ, nor did he ever fail to carry 
the burdens of the apostolic commitment, transferred to those whom God had entrusted to him as 
successors to support and protect throughout the perpetual series. 


2. In the midst of so many tribulations that besiege Us from everywhere, to top off all the other 
annoyances a fact has been added from which we should have derived a reason for relief and joy, and 
from which on the other hand comes greater sadness. " In fact, when someone in charge of the 
sacrosanct Church of God under the name of priest withdraws the people of Christ himself from the path 
of truth and diverts them over the precipice, and this he does in a very large city, then yes, the weeping 
must be doubled and must use greater solicitude " (St. Celestine I, Letter 12 at Coust). 


3. There was already not in the most remote districts, but in the same central area of Italy, under the 
eyes of Rome and close to the apostolic residence, a Bishop awarded the honor of a double see 
(Scipione de' Ricci, former Bishop of Pistoia and Prato), whom We welcomed with paternal charity 
when he came to Us to receive the pastoral ministry; on his part, by virtue of the very rite of sacred 
ordination, he bound himself with an oath to lend due obedience and fidelity to us and to this 
Apostolic See. He is the same one who, taking leave of Our embrace with the kiss of peace, went to the 
people entrusted to him, where, circuited by the frauds of teachers of perverse wisdom gathered 
around him, he began to direct his efforts not to guarding, honoring and perfecting - as it should - the 
praiseworthy one, 


4. Indeed, having turned his thought, at Our exhortation, to the convening of a diocesan Synod, with 
impudent obstinacy he convened it according to his own opinion, so much so that greater damage 
resulted from which a remedy for various wounds could be found. Indeed, as soon as this Synod of 
Pistoia came out of the darkness in which it had remained hidden for some time, there was not a 
person of authentic and pious religion and of valid wisdom who did not immediately notice that the 
deliberate intention of the authors had been to bring together in one only the seeds of the corrupt 
doctrines that they had scattered in so many libels, of resurrecting errors already condemned, of 
derogating from the faith and the authority of those decrees that had expressed the condemnations. 


5. Seeing these things, which the more serious they were in themselves the more intensely they 
required the intervention of Our pastoral care, we did not delay in turning our minds to those 
decisions which seemed more suitable for healing or repressing the nascent evil. First of all, mindful 
of the wise admonition of Our Predecessor, Blessed Zosimus (St. Zosimus, Letter 2 to Coust), 
according to whom " great things require a great examinationto which the reprehensible sentences 
scattered throughout the Synod can be directly or indirectly referred; we arranged them in a certain 
order and each of them had its particular censorship applied. 


6. And so that from this comparison, although very accurate, of the passages, and from the 
discussion of the sentences certain arrogant men would not take the opportunity to malign, in order 
to obviate any nitpicking comment perhaps already prepared, we resolved to use the wise decision 


that to suppress similar dangerous emergencies and noxious news, many of Our most holy 
Predecessors and Bishops of great authority cautiously adopted, and also, legally, certain General 
Councils, as is testified and recommended by illustrious examples that have been handed down to Us. 


They were well acquainted with the mischievous art proper to innovators, who, fearing to offend the 
ears of Catholics, endeavor to cover up the snares of their cunning under fraudulent turns of phrase, 
so that the error, hidden between sense and sense (St. Leo M., Letter129 of the Baller edition), 
insinuates itself more easily into minds and it happens that the truth of the sentence is altered by 
means of a very brief addition or variant - the testimony that was to bring health, following a certain 
subtle change, lead to death. If this convoluted and fallacious way of debating is vicious in any 
oratorical manifestation, in no way is it to be practiced in a Synod, whose first merit must consist in 
adopting in teaching an expression so clear and limpid that it leaves no space to the danger of 
conflicts. However, if one is mistaken in speaking, one cannot admit that subtle defense which is 
customary to put forward and for which, when some too harsh expression has been uttered, one finds 
the same explained more clearly elsewhere, or even corrected, almost as if this unbridled license to 
affirm and deny at will, which was always a fraudulent ruse of innovators to cover up for error, 
shouldn't be valid rather for denouncing the error than for justifying it: as if for people who are 
particularly unprepared to face by chance this or that part of a Synod exposed to all in the vernacular 
were always present the other passages to be compared, and that in comparing them everyone had 
such preparation as to bring them back, alone, to such an extent as to avoid any danger of deception 
that they they scatter by mistake. This ability to insinuate the error that Our Predecessor Celestine 
(San Celestino, which was always a fraudulent ruse of the innovators to cover up the error, shouldn't 
be valid rather to denounce the error rather than to justify it: as if to people particularly unprepared 
to casually face this or that part of a Synod exposed to all in vernacular were always present the other 
passages to contrast, and that in comparing them everyone had the preparation to bring them back, 
alone, to such an extent as to avoid any danger of deception that they spread erroneously. This ability 
to insinuate the error that Our Predecessor Celestine (San Celestino, which was always a fraudulent 
ruse of the innovators to cover up the error, shouldn't be valid rather to denounce the error rather 
than to justify it: as if to people particularly unprepared to casually face this or that part of a Synod 
exposed to all in vernacular were always present the other passages to contrast, and that in 
comparing them everyone had the preparation to bring them back, alone, to such an extent as to 
avoid any danger of deception that they spread erroneously. This ability to insinuate the error that 
Our Predecessor Celestine (San Celestino, as if people who are particularly unprepared to casually 
address this or that part of a Synod exposed to all in the vernacular were always present with the 
other passages to oppose, and that in comparing them everyone had such preparation as to bring 
them, alone, to such an extent as to avoid any danger of deception that they spread erroneously. This 
ability to insinuate the error that Our Predecessor Celestine (San Celestino, as if people who are 
particularly unprepared to casually address this or that part of a Synod exposed to all in the 
vernacular were always present with the other passages to oppose, and that in comparing them 
everyone had such preparation as to bring them, alone, to such an extent as to avoid any danger of 
deception that they spread erroneously. This ability to insinuate the error that Our Predecessor 
Celestine (San Celestino, Letter 13, no. 2, at Coust) discovered in the letters of Bishop Nestorius of 
Constantinople and condemned with a harsh rebuke. The imposter, discovered, recalled and reached 
by these letters, with his incoherent multiloquy cloaked the truth in obscurity and, again confusing 
one and the other, confessed what he had denied or tried to deny what he had denied. he had 
confessed. 


Against these snares, unfortunately renewed in every age, no better way was put in place than that of 
exposing the sentences which, under the veil of ambiguity, envelop a dangerous discrepancy of 
meanings, signaling the perverse meaning under which the ¢'’2error that Catholic Doctrine condemns. 


7. We have very willingly embraced a conduct full of moderation, as we have considered that it is of 
greater help in bringing souls back to the unity of the spirit in the bond of peace. (And We rejoice that 
with God's help this has already happened in many). We intended in the first place to ensure that the 
stubborn supporters of the Synod (if they remain, God forbid!) cannot in the future, in order to stir up 
new disorders, call to their condemnation, as allies, certain Catholic schools which, although 
repugnant, they strive to attract to themselves by a certain distorted similarity of similar words, 
despite the fact that they expressly testify to the diversity of contents. 


To others, then, who have inadvertently allowed themselves to be taken by a more available opinion in 
favor of the Synod, let every reason for complaint be removed: to them, who think rightly, as they 
want to appear, it cannot be displeased to condemn doctrines set forth in this way which present 


evident errors from which they profess to be completely distant. 


8. Nor do we believe that up to now we have sufficiently satisfied the impulses of Our meekness, or, to 
put it better, of the charity we nourish towards Our brother, to whom, as far as we are able, we want 
to help if we still can (San Celestino , Letter 14 to the people CP n. 8, near the Coust). We are 
animated by that charity by which Our Predecessor Celestine was solicited ( Letter 13 to Nestorius, n. 
9) who did not refuse to wait ig’ even against the law, with greater patience than it seemed ought to 
be used ï¿ %2 the repentance of priests called to repentance. Therefore, with Augustine and with the 
Milevitan fathers, we want and desire that men who preach false doctrines " are healed within the 
Church with pastoral care, rather than, having lost all hope, they are cut off from it, unless this ts forced 
by some necessity "(Letter 176, n. 4.178, n. 2 of the Maur ed.). 


9. Therefore, in order not to omit any means that could be useful for recovering the brother, before 
proceeding further We ordered him to write very affectionate letters to invite the aforementioned 
Bishop to come to Us, promising that he would be welcomed with kindness and that it would have 
been forbidden to freely and openly exhibit what he thought fit. In truth, we had not lost all hope that 
if he had had that docility of mind which Augustine required above all other gifts in a Bishop (Book 4 
of Baptism against the Donatists, Postal Code. 5, and book 5, ch. 26), once the main cases of doctrine 
that seemed most worthy of attention had been presented to him with simplicity and sincerity, 
without polemic and harshness, there was no reason to doubt that he, collected in himself, would 
have expounded in the best sense the sentences which presented a manifest pravity and he would 
have openly repudiated them. And so, with much honor for him, with the very happy satisfaction of 
all the good ones, by means of a much desired correction, the noises born in the Church would have 
quieted down in the most tranquil way (San Celestino, Letter 16, n. 2 , at Coust). 


10. Now, however, that he, citing poor health, did not consider it appropriate to make use of the 
benefit offered to him, we cannot further delay the fulfillment of Our apostolic duty. It is not just a 
question of the danger of one or another diocese: " Any change affects the universal Church " (St. 
Celestine, Letter 21 to the Bishops of France). For a long time now and everywhere not only has one 
been waiting, but with incessant repeated requests the judgment of the supreme Apostolic See has 
been implored. May Peter's voice never remain silent in his Chair in which he lives and presides 
forever, offering the truth of the faith to those who seek it (St Chrysologus, Letter to Eutyches). Living 
together for too long in such cases is not prudent, because whoever lives together in such conditions 
is almost as guilty of the crime as someone who preaches such irreligious maxims (San Celestino, 
Letter 12, n. 2 ). It is therefore necessary to eliminate this plague, which infects not only one member, 
but offends the whole body of the Church (St. Celestine, Letter 11 to Cyril, n. 3). With the help of 
divine mercy, We will ensure that the Catholic faith, having eliminated dissensions, remains pure 
and, recalling those who defend false doctrines from error, with Our authority those whose faith has 
been tested are strengthened (St. Leo M., Letter 23 to Flaiano CP, n. 2). 


11. Having therefore implored the light of the Holy Spirit with assiduous public and private prayers, 
Ours and those of Christ's most faithful, having considered everything with an exhaustive and mature 
examination, we have decided to condemn and try again several propositions, doctrines and sentences 
taken from the Acts and Decrees of the aforementioned Synod, or expressly taught or ambiguously 
insinuated, with appropriate notes and censures affixed to each of them, as we condemn and reprove 
with this constitution of ours to be valid in perpetuity. They are as follows. 


OF THE DARKENING OF THE TRUTH IN THE CHURCH. 
From the Decree of Grace , i¢'/2 1. 


I. The proposition which asserts that "in recent centuries a general obscurity has spread over the most 
important truths of Religion and which are the basis of the faith and morals of the doctrine of Jesus 
Christ "; 


HERETIC. 


KKK 


OF THE POWER ATTRIBUTED TO THE COMMUNITY OF THE CHURCH SO THAT THROUGH IT 
COMMUNICATION TO THE SHEPHERDS. 


Invitation letter. 


II. The proposition which establishes that " the power was given by God to the Church to be 


communicated to the Pastors, who are his ministers for the salvation of souls "; 


Thus understood, that from the community of the faithful derives in the pastors the power of ministry 
and ecclesiastical government; 


HERETIC. 
kX 
OF THE NAME OF MINISTERIAL HEAD ATTRIBUTED TO THE ROMAN PONTIFF. 
Decree of faith, ig’ 8. 
HI. Furthermore the proposition which establishes " to be the Roman Pontiff Chief Minister "; 


Thus explained, that the Roman Pontiff does not receive from Christ in the person of Blessed Peter, 
but from the Church the power of ministry, which he has in the universal Church as successor of 
Peter, true Vicar of Christ, and Head of the whole Church; 


HERETIC. 


KK * 


OF THE POWER OF THE CHURCH WITH RESPECT TO ESTABLISHING AND SANCKING EXTERNAL 
DISCIPLINE. 


Decree of faith, ig’Ai¢g %2 13, 14. 


IV. The proposition which affirms that " it would be an abuse to apply the authority of the Church 
beyond the confines of doctrine and customs, extending it to external things, and forcefully demanding 
what depends on persuasion and the heart", so also that " much less does it belong to her to demand 
obedience to her decrees with external force ", 


Inasmuch as with those indeterminate words " extending it to external things " the use of that power 
received from God is noted as an abuse of the authority of the Church, which the same Apostles also 
used in establishing and sanctioning external discipline; 


HERETIC. 


KK *K 


V. In that part which insinuates that the Church does not have the authority to exact subjection to 
her decrees, to the exclusion of the means which depend on persuasion; 


Inasmuch as he intends that the Church " does not have the power conferred on her by God not only to 
direct with counsels and persuasions, but also to command with laws and to keep in duty and constrain 
the deviant and contumacious with external judgment and salutary penalties "; 


By Pius VI, in the Brief Ad assiduas of 1755 addressed to primates, archbishops and bishops of the 
Kingdom of Poland; 


IT INDUCES INTO A SYSTEM OTHER TIMES CONDEMNED AS A HERETIC. 
kK ** 

RIGHTS UNDULY ASSIGNED TO BISHOPS. 

Decree of the Ord., ig 25. 


YOU. The doctrine of the Synod with which he professes " to be persuaded that the Bishop has 
received from Jesus Christ all the rights necessary for the good governance of his diocese "; 


As if for the good governance of each diocese the superior dispositions concerning either the faith, or 
customs, or universal discipline are not necessary, the right of which belongs to the Supreme Pontiffs 
and to the General Councils for the whole Church; 


SCHISMATIC, OR AT LEAST ERRONEOUS. 


KKK 


VII. Similarly in what exhorts the Bishop " to pursue with all zeal the most perfect establishment of 
ecclesiastical discinline. notinithstandina all customs to the contrari. or exemntions. or reservations 
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which are opposed to the good order of the diocese, to the greater glory of God , and to the greater 
edification of the faithful "; 


For what the Bishop supposes to be able to establish and decree according to his own judgment and 
arbitrariness, against customs, exemptions, reservations, both those that take place in the whole 
Church and those that take place in each Province, without the permission and intervention of the 
superior hierarchical power, by which they were introduced or approved, and have the force of law. 


IT INDUCES SCHISM AND SUBVERSION OF THE HIERARCHICAL REGIME; ERROR. 


KKK 


VIII. Likewise what he declares to be convinced of, namely that " the rights of the Bishop received from 
Jesus Christ to govern the Church cannot be altered or impeded; and if it happens that the exercise of 
these rights has been interrupted for whatever reason, the Bishop can and must always return to his 
original rights, whenever the greater good of his Church requires it "; 


With regard to the hint that the exercise of episcopal rights cannot be impeded or limited by any 
superior power whenever the Bishop, in his own judgement, deems this to be less useful for the 
greater good of his Church; 


IT INDUCES SCHISM AND SUBVERSION OF THE HIERARCHICAL REGIME; ERROR. 


KK * 


RIGHT BADLY ASSIGNED TO LOWER ORDER PRIESTS REGARDING THE DECREES OF FAITH AND 
DISCIPLINE. 


Invitation letter. 


IX. The doctrine which establishes that " the reform of abuses concerning ecclesiastical discipline in 
diocesan Synods must depend and be established equally by the Bishop and by the parish priests, and 
that without freedom of decision, submission to the suggestions and commands of the Bishops is undue; 


FALSE, MERCURY, HARMFUL OF EPISCOPAL AUTHORITY, SUBVERSIVE OF THE HIERARCHICAL 
REGIME, FAVORABLE TO THE ARIAN HERESY RENEWED BY CALVINO. 


KK *K 


From the letter of convocation. From the Letter to the Vicarii Foranet. From the Oration to the Synod , ig’ 
8. From Session 3 . 


X. Likewise the doctrine with which the parish priests or other priests gathered in the Synod call 
themselves, together with the Bishop, judges of the Faith, and likewise it is mentioned that they 
compete with the judgment in the cases of the Faith by their own right, also received through 
ordination ; 


FALSE, REVOLUTIONARY, SUBVERSIVE OF THE HIERARCHICAL ORDER, REDUCER OF THE 
FIRMNESS OF THE DEFINITIONS, OR OF THE DOGMATIC JUDGMENTS, OF THE CHURCH; AT 
LEAST WRONG. 


KK * 


Oration to the Synod, i¢’, 8. 


XI. The sentence according to which, due to an ancient institution of the majors derived from the 
times of the Apostles, observed in the best centuries of the Church, it has been recognized that "the 
decrees, or the definitions or the sentences are not accepted, even tf of the major Sees, tf had not been 
recognized and approved by the diocesan synod "; 


FALSE, REVOLUTIONARY, DENIING BY ITS GENERALITY FROM THE OBEDIENCE DUE TO THE 
APOSTOLIC CONSTITUTIONS, AS ALSO TO THE JUDGMENTS ARISING FROM THE LEGITIMATE, 
SUPERIOR HIERARCHICAL POWERS; FOMENTING SCHISM AND HERESY. 


KKK 


CALUNNY AGAINST SOME DECISIONS IN THE MATTER OF FAITH EMANATED FOR SOME 
CENTURIES. 


Of faith, ig’ 12. 


XII. The statements made by the Synod on the whole concerning the decisions in the matter of Faith 
emanating for some centuries, presented as decrees issued by a particular Church or by a few 
pastors, not supported by any sufficient authority, born to corrupt the purity of the Faith and to 
excite turmoil , intruders by force and from which plagues still too much alive have been inflicted; 


FALSE, CAPTIOUS, REUDDERFUL, SCANDALOUS, INJURIOUS TOWARDS THE ROMAN PONTIFFS 
AND THE CHURCH, DEROGING FROM THE OBEDIENCE DUE TO THE APOSTOLIC, SCHISMATIC, 
PERNICIOUS AT LEAST ERRONEOUS CONSTITUTIONS. 


kK ** 
OF THE PEACE KNOWN BY CLEMENT IX. 
Oration to the Synod, ï¿ %2 2, in the note. 


XIII. The proposition reported in the Acts of the Synod, which mentions that Clement IX restored 
peace to the Church with the approval of the distinction of law and fact in signing the form prescribed 
by Alexander VII; 


FALSE, REWARDLESS, INVIOUS AGAINST CLEMENT IX. 


KKK 


XIV. Inasmuch as he then favors this distinction, praising its proponents and blaming their 
Opponents; 


REWARDLESS, PERNICIOUS, INVIOUS TO THE SUMMER POPES, FOMENTATOR OF SCHISM AND 
HERESY. 


KKK 


OF THE FORMATION OF THE BODY OF THE CHURCH. 
Appendix no. 28. 


XV. The doctrine that proposes the Church " to be considered as a mystical Body which ts formed of 
Jesus Christ, who is its Head, and of the faithful who are its members through an ineffable union, 
whereby we admirably become one single priest with Him, one victim, one perfect worshiper of God the 
Father in Spirit and in Truth ; 


Understood in this sense, that to the Body of the Church belong only the faithful who are worshipers 
perfect in Spirit and in truth; 


HERETIC. 


of the state of innocence. 
Of Grace, ic ig’ 4, 7. Of the Sacraments in general , i¢’/2 1. Of Penance , ig 4. 


XVI. The Synod's teaching on the state of happy innocence, as represented in Adam before sin, 
including not only integrity, but also inner justice with a tendency in God for the love of charity, and 
the first sanctity in some way restored after the fall; 


In that, taken as a whole, it indicates that that state was a consequence of creation, due to a natural 
need and condition of human nature, not a gratuitous benefit of God; 


FALSE, OTHER TIMES CONDEMNED IN BAJO AND QUESNEL, ERRONEOUS, FAVORABLE TO THE 
PELAGIAN HERESY. 


*** 
OF IMMORTALITY CONSIDERED AS A NATURAL CONDITION OF MAN. 
Of Baptism, i¢'/2 2. 


XVII. The proposition conceived with these words: " Taught by the Apostle we consider death not as a 


natiral eanditinn af man hiit in truth aca iicet nenaltis far the nrininal ein "° 
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Inasmuch as under the deceptively alleged name of the Apostle he insinuates that death (which in the 
present state is inflicted as a just penalty for sin, as a just subtraction of immortality), was not the 
natural condition of man, as if the ¢’%2immortality was not a gratuitous benefit, but a natural 
condition; 


CAPTIOUS, REVOLUTIONARY, INVIOUS TO THE APOSTLE, ONCE AGAIN CONDEMNED. 


KKK 


OF THE CONDITION OF MAN IN THE STATE OF NATURE. 
Of Grace , ig’ 10. 


XVII. The doctrine of the Synod which states that " after the fall of Adam God announced the promise 
of a future Liberator, and wished to console the human race with the hope of the salvation that Jesus 
Christ was to bring us nevertheless the Lord wanted the human race to pass through various conditions 
before the fullness of time came", and primarily so that in the state of nature " man abandoned to his 
own enlightenment would learn to distrust his blind reason, and from the aberrations into which he fell 
he would move to desire the help of a light superior; 


Doctrine, as it is expressed, captious, and inspired by the desire for the help of a superior light in 
order to the salvation promised through Christ, to conceive of which it is supposed that man 
abandoned to his own lights could move on his own ; 


SUSPECTED, IN FAVOR OF THE SEMI-PELAGIAN HERESY. 


KKK 
OF THE STATE OF MAN UNDER THE LAW. 
Ibid. 


XIX. Likewise that doctrine which maintains that man under the law " being powerless to observe it, 
became a prevaricator, not already through the fault of the law which was most holy, but through the 
fault of man himself, who became increasingly sinner under the law without grace " and he adds that " 
if the law did not succeed in healing the heart of man, it served to make him aware of his evils and, 
convinced of his weakness, to make him desire the grace of the Mediator; 


In that part where he generally mentions that man became an abuser through the non-observance of 
the law which he was powerless to observe, almost as if "he who is just could have commanded 
something impossible, or it is in order to condemn the pious man for what he could not avoid " (San 
Cesario, Serm . 73 in the Appendix of Santig’2Agostino; Serm . 273 of the Ediz. Maur; S. Agostino; De 
Nat. et Gr ., cap. 43; De Grat. et lib. arb. , chap. 16; Enarr. in Psal. 56, n. 1); 


FALSE, SCANDALOUS, IMPIOUS, CONDEMNED IN BAJO. 


k*k * 


XX. In that part in which it is understood that man under the law, without grace, could have 
conceived the desire of the grace of the Mediator ordained to the salvation promised through Christ; 
almost as if " it is not grace itself that causes us to be invoked " (From the Second Council of Oranges, 
can. 3); 


PROPOSITION, AS EXPRESSED, CAPTIOUS, SUSPICIOUS, FAVORABLE TO THE SEMI-PELAGIAN 
HERESY. 


kkk 


OF ILLUMINANT AND EXCITING GRACE. 
Of grace, i¢2 11. 


XXI. The proposition which asserts that " the light of grace, when it is alone, serves only to make us 

know the unhappiness of our state and the gravity of our evil; that grace in this case produces the same 
effect that the law produced; therefore it must be necessary that the Lord create in our heart a holy love 
and inspire a holy pleasure contrary to the love that dominates us; that this holy love, this holy pleasure 
are properly the grace of Jesus Christ: that is, the inspiration of charity, known that we are in holy love; 


that this is the root from which good works germinate; that this ts the grace of the New Testament, 
which frees us from the bondage of sin and makes us children of God" ; 


Inasmuch as he understands that the grace of Jesus Christ is the only one that creates a holy love in 
the heart and causes us to operate, or also that with it man, freed from the slavery of sin, is 
constituted a child of God, and is not also properly grace of Jesus Christ that grace with which the 
heart of man is touched through the illumination of the Holy Spirit (Conc. Trid., sess. 6, chap. 5), nor 
is there given true interior grace of Christ to whom you resist; 


FALSE, CAPITIOUS, LEADING INTO THE ERROR CONDEMNED IN THE SECOND PROPOSITION OF 
jansenius AS A HERETIC, AND RENEWING THE SAME ERROR. 


KKK 


OF FAITH AS THE FIRST GRACE. 
Of Faith, ig’, 1 


XXII. The proposition which says that Faith " from which begins the chain of graces, and by means of 
which as the first voice we are called to salvation and to the Church", is the same excellent virtue of 
Faith, by which men are called and they are faithful; almost as if there was no previous grace, which " 
as the will prevents, so also faith" (St. Augustine, De dono perseverantiae , c. 16, n. 41); 

SUSPECT OF HERESY, RELATED TO ANOTHER CONDEMNED IN QUESNEL, ERRONEOUS. 


KKK 


OF DOUBLE LOVE. 
Of Grace, ig’ 8. 


XXIII. The Synod's doctrine of the double love of ruling greed and ruling charity, which affirms that 
man without grace is under the bondage of sin, and that he in this state, by the general influence of 
ruling greed, spoils all his own actions and corrupts them; 


Inasmuch as it insinuates that in man, while he is under slavery, that is, in the state of sin, deprived 
of that grace by which he is freed from the slavery of sin and is constituted a child of God, 
covetousness so dominates that for the general influence of this all his actions in themselves are 
infected and corrupted, or all the works, which are done before justification, in whatever way they are 
done, are sins; 


Almost as if in all his actions the sinner serves the dominant cupidity; 


FALSE, PERNICIOUS, LEADS INTO ERROR CONDEMNED BY THE TRIDENTINE AS A HERETIC, 
AGAIN CONDEMNED IN BAJO, ART. 40. 


k*k k*k k 
Of Grace , i¿ %2 12. 


XXIV. In that part, then, in which between the dominant greed and the dominant charity there are no 
intermediate affections introduced by nature itself and laudable by nature, which together with the 
love of beatitude and with the natural propensity for the good " remained as the extreme lineaments 
and relics of the image of God " (St. Augustine, De Spir. et litt. , chap. 28); 


Almost as if " between the divine love which leads us to the kingdom and the illicit human love which is 
rejected ", there did not exist " the licit human love which does not recover " (St. Augustine, Serm . 349, 
De Carit . , from the Maur Edition); 


FALSE OTHER TIMES CONDEMNED. 

k*k * 
OF SERVILE FEAR. 
Of Penance , ig’? 3. 


XXV. The doctrine which generally states that the fear of punishment " only cannot be said to be bad if 
it at least manages to restrain one's hand"; 


Almnact the came fear nf hell wrhich Raith teaches miiet he inflicted an ain ie nat in iteelf cand and 
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useful, like a supernatural gift and a movement inspired by God, which prepares for the love of 
justice; 


FALSE, REUDDERFUL, PERNICIOUS, INJURIOUS TO THE DIVINE GIFTS, ONCE CONDEMNED, 
CONTRARY TO THE DOCTRINE OF THE COUNCIL OF TRENT, AS STILL TO THE COMMON 
SENTENCE OF THE FATHERS, " IT BEING MUST " ACCORDING TO THE USUAL ORDER OF 
PREPARATION FOR JUSTICE, "THAT ENTER FIRST OF ALL FEAR THROUGH WHICH CHARITY 
COMES: FEAR MEDICINE, CHARITY HEALTH" (St. Augustine, in Epist. Johan ., c. 4; Tract. 9, n. 4, 5; 
in Johan. Evang. , Tract., 41, n. 10; Enar. in Psal. 127, n. 7; Sermon 147, De Verbis Apostoli , c. 13; 
Sermon 161, De Verbis Apostoli , n. 8: Sermon 349,De Charitate , no. 7). 


KK *K 


OF THE SORRY OF THOSE WHO DIE WITH ORIGINAL SIN ONLY. 
Of Baptism, i¢’/ 3. 


XXVI. The doctrine which rejects as a Pelagian fable that place of Hell (which the faithful commonly 
call the Limbo of the children) in which the souls of those who die with only their original fault are 
punished with the penalty of damage, without the penalty of fire; 


Almost as if those who exclude the punishment of fire were thereby introducing that place and that 
middle state free of guilt and pain between the Kingdom of God and eternal damnation, as fabled by 
the Pelagians; 


FALSE, REVOLUTIONARY, INVIOUS TO CATHOLIC SCHOOLS. 


KK *K 


OF THE SACRAMENTS, AND FIRST OF ALL OF THE CONDITIONAL SACRAMENTAL FORM. 
Of Baptism , ig’ 12. 


XXVII. The resolution of the Synod, with which, under pretext of following the ancient canons, 
declares its intention not to mention a conditional formula in the case of doubtful Baptism, 


MERCY, AGAINST THE PRACTICE, THE LAW, THE AUTHORITY OF THE CHURCH. 


kkk 


OF THE PARTICIPATION OF THE VICTIM IN THE SACRIFICE OF THE MASS. 
Of the Eucharist, ig’, 6. 


XXVIII. The proposition of the Synod with which, after having established " that an essential part of 
the Sacrifice is the participation of the Victim ", adds that " it does not, however, condemn as illicit those 
Masses in which those present do not receive sacramental communion, given that they participate 
although less perfectly to this Victim, receiving it with the spirit "; 


Inasmuch as it insinuates that something is missing from the essence of the Sacrifice which is offered 
without assistants, or with the presence of those who do not participate either sacramentally or 
spiritually in the victim: and as if those Masses were to be condemned as illicit in which the priest 
alone communicates, while no one else communicates either sacramentally, or spiritually, 


FALSE, ERRONEOUS, SUSPECTED OF HERESY, AND KNOW OF HERESY. 


KKK 


OF THE EFFECTIVENESS OF THE RITE OF CONSECRATION. 
Of the Eucharist, ig’ 2. 


XXIX. The doctrine of the Synod in that part in which, beginning to expound the doctrine of the Faith 
regarding the rite of Consecration, it removed the scholastic questions on the way in which Jesus 
Christ is in the Eucharist (from which he exhorts the parish priests who have the task of ¢’teach to 
want to abstain from it), proposes only these two things: 1. That Jesus Christ after the consecration is 
truly, really, substantially under the species; 2. Which then ceases all the substance of the bread of 
the wine, remaining only the species, but completely omits to mention the transubstantiation, that is, 
the conversion of the whole substance of the bread into the Body, and of the whole substance of the 
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wine into the Blood, such as the Council of ‘l!rent detined as an article of Faith, and how 1t is 
contained in the solemn profession of Faith; 


Since for this reckless and suspicious omission the news of an article belonging to the Faith is 
withheld, and also of a word consecrated by the Church to preserve the profession of that article 
against heresies, and therefore tends to induce forgetfulness of it, as if it were a purely scholastic 
matter; 


PERNICIOUS, DEROGANT FROM THE EXPOSURE OF THE CATHOLIC TRUTH ABOUT THE DOGMA 
OF TRANSUBSTANTIATION, FAVORABLE TO HERETICS. 


KK * 


OF THE APPLICATION OF THE FRUIT OF THE SACRIFICE. 
Of the Eucharist , ig’ 8. 


XXX. The doctrine of the Synod with which while it professes " to believe that the offering of the 
Sacrifice extends to all, in such a way, however, that in the liturgy there can be a special 
commemoration of some both living and deceased, praying to God for them in a particular way ", 
immediately afterwards he adds " not that we believe it to be in the priest's discretion to apply the fruits 
of the sacrifice to whomever he wants, on the contrary we condemn this error as greatly offensive to the 
rights of God, who alone distributes the fruits of the sacrifice to whomever he wants , and as far as he 
likes " consequently he considers as "the opinion introduced among the people is false according to 
which those who give alms to the priest on condition that he celebrates a Mass receive a special fruit "; 


Understood in the sense that the special oblation or application of the Sacrifice, made by the priest, in 
addition to the particular commemoration and prayer, would not serve, other conditions being equal, 
more to those to whom it is applied than to all others, as if no special fruit came from the special 
application, recommended or ordered by the Church for specific persons or specific categories of 
persons, especially for the faithful by their pastors: which since the Council of Trent has been clearly 
expressed as deriving from divine precept (Sess. 23, chap. I, De Reformatione ; Benedict. XIV in the 
constitution Cum semper oblatas , i¢g'/2 2); 


FALSE, REVINCED, PERNICIOUS, INVIOUS TO THE CHURCH, ERROR-LEADING OLDERLY 
CONDEMNED IN WICLEFF. 


k*k k*k k 
OF THE CONVENIENT ORDER TO BE OBSERVED IN CULT. 
Of the Eucharist, ig’ 5. 


XXXI. The proposition of the Synod which says it is convenient, according to the order of the divine 
offices and according to the ancient custom, that there should be only one altar in each temple; 
therefore he would like this use to be re-established; 


MERCURY, INJURIOUS TO THE VERY ANCIENT, PIOUS CUSTOM, IN FORCE FOR MANY 
CENTURIES PARTICULARLY IN THE LATIN CHURCH, AND APPROVED. 


KKK 


Of the Eucharist. 


XXXII. Likewise the prescription which forbids placing reliquaries or flowers on altars; 


MERCURY, INVIOUS TO THE PIOUS AND APPROVED CUSTOMS OF THE CHURCH. 


KKK 


Of the Eucharist, ig’, 6. 


XXXIII. The proposition of the Synod, which shows that it wishes to remove those reasons which have 
partially induced the forgetfulness of the principles relating to the order of the liturgy, "by calling it to 
a greater simplicity of the rites, by exposing it in vulgar, and with pronouncing it in a loud voice "; 


Almost as if the current order of the liturgy received and approved by the Church comes in part from 
the oblivion of the principles on which it must be based; 
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MERCURY, OF FERINSIVE OF 1HE PIEUUÐ EARS, COUNLUMBLIOUS AGALNS!L 1HE CHURCH, 
FAVORABLE TO THE TALKING OF THE HERETICS AGAINST THE CHURCH ITSELF. 


k*k * 


OF THE ORDER OF PENANCE. 
Of Penance, ig’/2 7. 


XXXIV. The declaration of the Synod with which, after having stated that the order of canonical 
penance was established by the Church in such a way that, following the example of the Apostles, it 
was common to all, not only as a punishment for guilt but mainly as a disposition to grace , he adds 
that " in that marvelous and august order he recognizes all the dignity of a much-needed Sacrament, 
freed from the subtleties that have joined it over time "; 


Almost as if due to the order by which, without having completed the course of canonical Penance, 
this Sacrament is administered for the whole Church, its dignity were diminished; 


BOLD, SCANDALOUS, LEADING TO CONTEMPT OF THE DIGNITY OF THE SACRAMENT AS IT IS 
USUALLY ADMINISTERED THROUGHOUT THE CHURCH; INVIOUS TO THE CHURCH ITSELF. 


KKK 


On Penance, i¢'/2 10, n. 4. 


XXXV. The proposition conceived with these words: "If charity at the beginning is always weak, 
normally to obtain an increase in this charity the priest must precede those acts of humiliation and 
penance, which were so much recommended in every age by the Church. Reducing these acts to a few 
prayers or a few fasts after having already conferred absolution seems rather a material desire to 
preserve the bare name of Penance for this Sacrament, than an enlightened and valid means of 
increasing that fervor of charity which must precede there ¢/zabsolution. We are far from disapproving 
of the practice of imposing penance to be done even after absolution; if every good work of ours is 
always accompanied by our shortcomings,"; 


Inasmuch as it indicates that the penance that must be performed after absolution must be 
considered rather as a supplement for the defects committed in the work of our reconciliation, than as 
truly sacramental and compensatory penance for the sins confessed, almost as if to preserve the true 
reason of the Sacrament, not the bare name, it is ordinarily necessary to save the acts of humiliation 
and penance which are imposed as sacramental satisfaction and which must precede absolution; 


FALSE, REWARDLESS, INJURIOUS TO THE COMMON PRACTICE OF THE CHURCH, LEADING INTO 
ERROR CONDEMNED WITH A HERETICAL NOTE IN PIETRO Dig’2OSMA. 


KK * 


OF THE NECESSARY PRIOR PROVISION TO ADMIT PENITENT TO RECONCILIATION. 
Of Grace, ig’ 15. 


XXXVI. The doctrine of the Synod with which, after having stated that " when there are unequivocal 
signs of God's love dominant in the heart of man, he can rightly be considered worthy of being admitted 
to the sharing of the Blood of Jesus Christ which becomes in the Sacraments ", he adds that " the 
alleged conversions made by contrition are usually neither effective nor lasting "; as a consequence " the 
pastor of souls will have to abide by unambiguous signs of a dominant charity before admitting his 
penitents to the Sacraments "; what signs, as he says later, Of Penance , ig¢’2 10) as a disposition that " 
must precede absolution "; 


Thus understood, that not only imperfect contrition (which is commonly called attrition) but also that 
which is combined with that affection with which man begins to love God as the source of all justice, 
nor only contrition formed by charity, but also the fervor of the dominant charity and that proven with 
long experiment through fervor in good works, generally and absolutely must be required in order for 
man to be admitted to the sacraments, and especially penitents to the benefit of absolution; 


FALSE, REWARDLESS, DISTURBING THE QUIET OF SOULS, CONTRARY TO THE SAFE AND 
APPROVED PRACTICE IN THE CHURCH, DETRADING AND INJURIOUS OF THE EFFECTIVENESS 
OF THE SACRAMENT. 


OF THE AUTHORITY TO ABSOLVE. 
On Penance, i¢’/2 10, n. 6. 


XXXVII. The doctrine of the Synod which, regarding the authority to absolve received through 
ordination, says that " after the establishment of dioceses and parishes it is appropriate that everyone 
exercises this judgment on persons subject to him either by territory or by a personal law ", since " 
doing otherwise would introduce confusion and disorder "; 


Since after the establishment of dioceses and parishes he only says " it is convenient to prevent 
confusion that the power to absolve is exercised over the subjects ", thus understood as if for the valid 
use of this power that ordinary jurisdiction or sub-delegate, without which the Tridentine declares the 
absolution pronounced by the priest of no value; 


FALSE, REVOLUTIONARY, DANGEROUS, CONTRARY TO THE TRIDENTINE, ERRONEOUS. 


KK *K 


Of Penance, ig’ 11. 


XXXVIII. Similarly the doctrine with which the Synod, after having professed " that it could not fail to 
admire that much venerable discipline of antiquity, which |as it says] did not admit to penance so easily, 
and perhaps never who after the first sin and the first reconciliation reverted to guilt", he adds that " for 
fear of being excluded forever from communion and peace even in danger of death, a great brake would 
be placed on those who consider the evil of sin little and fear it even less " ; 


CONTRARY TO CANON 13 OF THE I NICENE COUNCIL, TO THE DECREAL OF INNOCENT I TO 
EXUPERIUS TOOLOSAN, AS ALSO TO THE DECREAL OF CELESTINE I TO THE BISHOPS OF THE 
PROVINCES OF VIENNA AND NARBON; AFFECTED BY THE PRAVITY THAT THE HOLY PONTIFF 
CONDEMNED IN THE DECREE. 


kK *K* 
OF THE CONFESSION OF VENIAL SINS. 
Of Penance, i¿ %2 12. 


XXXIX. The declaration of the Synod which, regarding the confession of venial sins, says that it is 
desirable that it should not be too frequent so as not to make such confessions too contemptible; 


MERCURY, HARMFUL, AGAINST THE PRACTICE OF HOLY AND PIOUS MEN, APPROVED BY THE 
SACRED COUNCIL OF TRENTO. 


k*k ** 
OF INDULGENCIES. 
Of Penance , ig’ 16. 


XL. The proposition which asserts that " indulgence in its precise notion is nothing but the remission of 
a part of that penance which was established for the sinner by the canons "; 


As if the indulgence, in addition to the bare remission of the canonical penalty, does not also apply to 
the remission of the temporal penalty due to divine justice for actual sins; 


FALSE, REWARDLESS, INJURIOUS TO THE DESERVES OF CHRIST, ALREADY CONDEMNED IN 
ARTICLE 19 OF LUTHER. 


KKK 


Ibid. 


XLI. Similarly, it is added that " the scholastics, swollen with their subtleties, invented that strange, 
misunderstood treasure of the merits of Christ and the saints, and substituted for the clear idea of 
absolution from the canonical penalty the confused and false one of applying the you deserve "; 


Almost as if the treasures of the Church through which the Pope gives indulgences are not the merits 
of Christ and the Saints; 
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CONDEMNED IN ARTICLE 17 OF LUTHER. 


Ibid. 


XLII. Likewise in what he adds " it is even more regrettable that this chimerical application of the merits 
is wanted to be passed on to the deceased; 


FALSE, REWARDLESS, OFFENSIVE OF THE PIEOUS EARS, INJURIOUS AGAINST THE ROMAN 
PONTIFFS, THE PRACTICE AND FEELING OF THE UNIVERSAL CHURCH, INDUCING INTO THE 
ERROR CONDEMNED WITH A HERETICAL NOTE IN PETER Dig’20SMA AND AGAIN CONDEMNED 
IN ARTICLE 22 OF LUTHER. 


k*k * 


Ibid. 


XLIII. Finally, in that part in which he inveighs with great impudence against the tables of 
indulgences, privileged altars, etc.; 


MERCY, OFFENSIVE OF THE PIEOUS EARS, SCANDALOUS, CONTUMELIOUS AGAINST THE 
SUMMER PONTIFFS, AND THE PRACTICE ATTENDED THROUGHOUT THE CHURCH. 


k*k k*k *k 
OF THE RESERVE OF CASES. 
Of Penance, i¿ %2 19. 


XLIV. The proposition of the Synod which says that " the reservation of cases is currently nothing more 
than an indiscreet bond for inferior priests, and an empty expression of meaning for penitents, who are 
used to not caring much about this reservation "; 


FALSE, REWARDLESS, OUT OF TURN, PERNICIOUS, AGAINST THE COUNCIL OF TRENTO, 
HARMFUL TO THE HIGHER HIERARCHICAL POWER. 


KKK 


Ibid. 


XLV. Likewise of the hope according to which, " once the ritual and the order of penance have been 
reformed, there will no longer be room for similar reservations "; 


In that, given the vagueness of the words, he mentions that for the reform of the ritual and order of 
penance made by the Bishop or by the Synod, the cases that the Council of Trent (Sess. 14, chap. 7) 
declares to have been able to the Supreme Popes (by the supreme power given to them in the whole 
Church) reserve to their particular judgment; 


FALSE, REVOLUTIONARY, DEROGANT AND INJURIOUS PROPOSITION AGAINST THE COUNCIL OF 
TRENTO AND THE AUTHORITY OF THE SUMMER POENTS. 


*** 
OF THE CENSORSHIP. 
On Penance , i¢g’/i¢'/2 20, 22. 


XLVI. The proposition which asserts that " the effect of the excommunication ts only external, because 
only by its nature it excludes from the external communication of the Church "; 


As if excommunication were not a spiritual punishment which binds and binds souls in heaven (St. 
Augustine, Epist . 250, Auxilio Episcopo ; Tract. 50 In Johann ., n. 12); 


FALSE, PERNICIOUS, CONDEMNED IN ARTICLE 23 OF LUTHER, AT THE LEAST ERRONEOUS. 
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Ibid. , i¿ 2i %2 21, 23. 


XLVII. Similarly the one that says it is necessary, according to natural and divine laws, that both 
excommunication and suspension must precede a personal examination, and that therefore the so- 
called ipso facto sentences have no other force than a serious threat without any actual effect; 


FALSE, REWARDLESS, HARMFUL, INVIOUS TO THE POWER OF THE CHURCH, ERRONEOUS. 


Ibid , ig’ 22. 


XLVIII. Likewise the one that says " the formula introduced some centuries ago to absolve in general 
from excommunications which the faithful might have incurred is useless and vain"; 


FALSE, REWARDLESS, INVIOUS TO THE PRACTICE OF THE CHURCH. 


k*k 
Ibid , ig’ 24. 
XLIX. Likewise the one which condemns " suspensions ex informata conscientia " as null and void ; 


FALSE, PERNICIOUS, INVIOUS AGAINST THE TRIDENTINE. 


kkk 


Ibid . 


L. Likewise in what insinuates that it is not lawful for the Bishop alone to make use of the power, 
which the Tridentine also grants him (Sess. 14, chap. 1 De Reform .), of legitimately inflicting 
suspension ex informata conscientia ; 


AFFECTING THE JURISDICTION OF THE PRELATE OF THE CHURCH. 


kkk 


OF THE ORDER. 
Of the Order , ig’ 4. 


THERE. The doctrine of the Synod which says that in promoting to Orders it was customary to 
observe, according to the custom and the institution of the ancient discipline, this method: " if any 
cleric distinguished himself in the sanctity of his life and judged himself worthy to ascend to the sacred, 
it was customary to promote him to the diaconate or to the priesthood, although he did not have the 
lower grades, nor was he then declared ordained per saltum, as was said later "'; 


*K*K* 
Ibid, ig 5. 


LII. Similarly the one that mentions that there was no other title of ordinations than the deputation to 
some special ministry, as was prescribed in the Chalcedonian Council, adding (i¢’2 6) that as long as 
the Church governed by these principles in the choice of sacred ministers, the ecclesiastical order 
flourished; moreover those good days have passed since new principles were introduced, on which the 
discipline was corrupted in the choice of the ministers of the sanctuary; 


Kk *K* 
Ibid , ig % 7. 


LIII. Likewise, he reports among these same principles of corruption the having withdrawn from the 
ancient institute for which, as he says (i¢’ 3) the Church, insisting on the footsteps of the Apostle, 
had established that no one should be admitted to the priesthood if he had not kept baptismal 
innocence; 


In what it hints that the discipline has been corrupted by means of decrees and institutes: 
1. Or by which ordinations per saltum have been prohibited ; 


2. Or with which, according to the needs and conveniences of the Churches, ordinations without the 
title of special office have been approved, as in particular by the Tridentine ordination as a patrimony, 
without prejudice to the obedience by which those ordained in in this way they are bound to serve the 


needs of the Churches by rendering those services to which, according to the place and time, they 
have been assigned by the Bishop, as was practiced in the early Church from apostolic times; 


3. Or with which, according to the norm of the canons, a distinction has been made between the 
crimes which distinguish criminals: almost as if the Church for such a distinction has distanced 
herself from the spirit of the Apostle, not excluding in general and indiscriminately from the 
ecclesiastical ministry all those that they had not kept their baptismal innocence; 


FALSE DOCTRINE IN ALL ITS PARTS, REVOLUTIONARY, DISTURBING THE ORDER INTRODUCED 
FOR THE NECESSITY AND CONVENIENCE OF THE CHURCHES, INJURIOUS OF THE DISCIPLINE 
APPROVED BY THE CANONS, AND PARTICULARLY BY THE DECREES OF THE TRIDENTINE. 


Kk *K* 
Ibid, ig% 13. 


LIV. Similarly the one that denounces as a vile abuse the demand for alms to celebrate Masses and 
administer Sacraments and to receive any proceeds called stole , and in general any salary or 
honorarium that was offered on the occasion of suffrages or any parish function; 


Almost as if the ministers of the Church had to keep silent as guilty of the crime of vile abuse, while 
they - according to the custom received and approved by the Church - make use of the right 
promulgated by the Apostle to receive temporal things from those to whom they administer spiritual 
things; 


FALSE, REWARDLESS, INFRINGEMENT OF ECCLESIASTICAL AND PASTORAL RIGHTS, INJURIOUS 
AGAINST THE CHURCH AND HER MINISTERS. 


Kk *K* 
Ibid , ig 14. 


LV. Likewise the one with which it is declared that it ardently desires that a way be found to remove 
the minute clergy (a name by which it denotes the clerics of the lower orders) from the cathedrals and 
collegiate churches by providing in another form, that is, by means of honest laymen and greater age, 
assigning them a discreet fee to serve Masses and perform other offices, such as acolyte, etc., as, he 
says, was practiced in the past when such offices were not reduced to a formality for ascending to 
higher orders; 


In so far as it takes up the norm which provides that " the functions of minor Orders are performed or 
exercised only by those who are constituted in said orders, or enrolled in them" (Concil. Provin. IV of 
Milan): and this in conformity of the thought of the Tridentine (Sess. 23, chap. 17) " so that according 
to the sacred canons the functions of the holy Orders, from the diaconate to the ostiariate, are recalled in 
observance, laudably received in the Church from apostolic times, and in many places for neglected for 
some time , nor are they derided by heretics as idle "; 


A REDARED SUGGESTION, OFFENSIVE TO PIETY EARS, DISTURBING THE ECCLESIASTICAL 
MINISTRY, DIMINUTIVE OF DECENCY TO BE OBSERVED AS FAR AS POSSIBLE IN CELEBRATING 
THE MYSTERIES, INJURIOUS TO THE OFFICES AND FUNCTIONS OF THE MINOR ORDERS AND 
THE DISCIPLINE APPROVED BY THE CANONS, AND PARTICULARLY BY THE TRIDENTINE, 
FAVORABLE E TO THE TALKING AND CALUMNIE OF THE HERETICS AGAINST THIS DISCIPLINE. 


K*K* 
Ibid, ig % 18. 


LVI. The doctrine which states that it seems convenient that no dispensation should ever be granted 
or admitted in the canonical impediments that come from the crimes expressed in the law; 


DEFINITIVE OF EQUITY AND OF THE CANONICAL RULE APPROVED BY THE SACRED COUNCIL OF 
TRENTO, WAITING FOR THE AUTHORITY AND RIGHTS OF THE CHURCH. 


**K* 
Ibid, i¿ 2 22. 
LVII. The prescription of the Synod, which universally and without distinction rejects as an abuse any 


dispensation, by virtue of which more than one residence benefit is conferred on the same subject, 


o4A.t mut 


and adds that it ıs convinced that according to the spirit of the Church no one can enjoy more than 
one benefit, albeit simple; 


DEROGANT FOR ITS GENERALITY TO THE TRIDENTINE RULE, SESS. 7, CHAP. 5, AND SEX. 24, 
chap. 17. 


KKK 


OF ENGAGEMENTS AND MARRIAGE. 
Reminders about engagements, etc. , i¢'/2 2. 


LVIII. The proposition which establishes that betrothals in the strict sense are a purely civil and 
preparatory act for the celebration of marriage, and that they are entirely subject to civil laws; 


As if an act which disposes one to a sacrament is not subject, by this title, to the law of the Church; 


FALSE, INFRINGEMENT OF THE LAW OF THE CHURCH AS TO THE EFFECTS ARISING ALSO FROM 
ENGAGEMENTS IN VIRTUE OF CANONICAL SANCTIONS, DErogating FROM THE DISCIPLINE 
ESTABLISHED BY THE CHURCH. 


*** 
Of Marriage, ig ig /ig'/2 7, 11, 12. 


LIX extension. The doctrine of the Synod which asserts that " it belongs, at least originally, to the 
supreme civil authority to establish for the marriage contract impediments such as to make it null, and 
which are called dirimentt: because the original law is said to be essentially connected to the to 
dispense; adding that the Church was able, thanks to the assent or connivance of the Princes, to rightly 
establish the impediments that regulate the marriage contract itself"; 


As if the Church has not always been able, nor can she by her own right, establish impediments in 
the marriages of Christians which not only impede the marriage, but also render it null with regard to 
the bond, and which also oblige Christians in the territories of the infidels; and in the same dispense; 


DESTRUCTIVE OF CANONS 3, 4, 9, 12 OF THE SESS. 24 OF THE COUNCIL OF TRENTO; HERETIC. 


KKK 


From the quoted memo regarding betrothals, etc., ig’ 10. 


! 


LX extension. Similarly, the request of the Synod addressed to the civil authority, to " remove spiritual 
kinship from the number of impediments, and that of public honesty, the origin of which is found in the 
Justinian Collection " and to " restrict the impediment of affinity and kinship arising from any licit or 
illicit union in the fourth degree according to the civil computation for the lateral and oblique line, in such 
a way as to leave no hope of obtaining a dispensation" ; 


Inasmuch as it attributes to the civil power the right both to abolish and to reduce the impediments 
established or approved by the authority of the Church; so in so far as it supposes that the Church 
can be deprived by the civil power of its right to dispense with the impediments established or 
approved by itself; 


SUBversive OF THE FREEDOM AND POWER OF THE CHURCH, CONTRARY TO THE TRIDENTINE, 
DERIVED FROM THE HERETICAL PRINCIPLE CONDEMNED ABOVE. 


KKK 


OFFICES, EXERCISES, INSTITUTIONS DUE TO RELIGIOUS WORSHIP, AND PRIMELY OF WORSHIP 
THE HUMANITY OF CHRIST. 


Of Faith , ig’, 3. 


LXI. The proposition which says that " directly adoring the Humanity of Christ , and still more some 
part of it, would always be a divine honor given to the Creature "; 


Inasmuch as with this word he directly intends to reprove the cult of adoration that the faithful direct 
to the Humanity of Christ; as if this adoration, with which Humanity and the very life-giving Flesh of 
Christ are adored, not already for itself and as naked flesh, but as united to the Divinity, were a 
Divine honor given to the Creature, and not rather one and the same adoration, with which the 
Incarnate Word is adored with His own Flesh (From the Concil. CPV Gen. can. 9); 


FALSE, CAPTIOUS, DETRAENT, AND INJURIOUS OF THE PIOUS CULT DUE TO CHRIST'S 
HUMANITY, LOAN TO IT BY THE FAITHFUL, AND TO BE LOAN. 


KK *K 


Of prayer, ig’ 10. 


LXII. The doctrine which rejects devotion to the Most Sacred Heart of Jesus among the devotions it 
defines as new, erroneous, or at least dangerous; 


Understood this devotion as approved by the Apostolic See; 


FALSE, REVOLUTIONARY, PERNICIOUS, OFFENSIVE TO THE PIEOUS EARS, INJURIOUS TOWARDS 
THE APOSTOLIC SEE. 


KKK 


Of the Prayer , i¢g’/2 10, Appendix n. 32. 


LXIII. Likewise in the fact that he reprimands the adorers of the Heart of Jesus, for the reason that 
they do not reflect that they cannot adore the most holy Flesh of Christ, or a portion thereof, or even 
all of Humanity separated or severed from the Divinity with the cult of latria; 


As if the faithful adored the Heart of Jesus separated or severed from the Divinity, while they adore 
Him as the Heart of Jesus, that is, the Heart of the Person of the Word, to which it is inseparably 
united, just as the bloodless Body of Christ was adorable in the sepulcher during the triduum of 
death without separation or severing; 


CAPTIOUS, INJURIOUS OF THE FAITHFUL WORSHIP OF THE HEART OF CHRIST. 
k*k ** 

OF THE ORDER PRESCRIBED IN DOING THE EXERCISES OF PITY. 

Of the Prayer , i¢’/2 14, Appendix n. 34. 


LXIV. The doctrine which he generally defines as superstitious is " any effectiveness fixed in the 
determined number of prayers and pious salutations "; 


As if the effectiveness that is deduced not from the number considered in itself, but from the 
disposition of the Church, which prescribes a certain determined number of prayers or external 
actions to obtain indulgences, to carry out penances, and generally to exercise correctly and in an 
orderly way the sacred and religious worship; 


FALSE, REWARDLESS, SCANDALOUS, HARMFUL, INJURIOUS AGAINST THE MERCY OF THE 
FAITHFUL, DEROGANT FROM THE AUTHORITY OF THE CHURCH, ERRONEOUS. 


k*k ** 
Of Penance , ig’ 10. 


LXV. The proposition which says that " the irregular uproar of those new practices which are called 
Exercises or Missions...perhaps never or very rarely succeeds in producing a complete conversion, and 
those external acts, which appeared to be moving, were not that passing flashes of natural agitation ”; 


BOLD, OUT-of-TOUCH, PERNICIOUS, INVIOUS TO THE GODLY AND HEALTHY CUSTOM 
PRACTICED IN THE CHURCH, AND BASED ON THE WORD OF GOD. 


kK *K* 
of the way of uniting the voice of the people with the voice of the church in public prayers. 
Of Prayer, ig’ 24. 


LXVI. The proposition which asserts that " it would be acting against apostolic practice and God's 
designs not to provide the people with the easiest means of uniting their voice to that of the whole 
Church" : 


If it refers to the use of the vernacular to be introduced in the liturgical prayers; 


FALSE, REVOLUTIONARY, DISTURBING THE ORDER PRESCRIBED FOR THE CELEBRATION OF 
THE MYSTERIES, EASILY PRODUCING MANY EVIL. 


KKK 


OF THE READING OF THE HOLY SCRIPTURE. 
From the final note of the decree of the Grace. 


LXVII. The doctrine which asserts that from the reading of the Sacred Scriptures " excuses only true 
impotence ", adding that the obscuration that arose on the primary truths of Religion from the neglect 
of this precept is too sensitive; 


FALSE, REWARDLESS, TURBATRICE OF THE QUIET OF SOULS, ONCE CONDEMNED IN QUESNEL. 


KKK 


OF PUBLICLY READING THE CONDEMNED BOOKS IN THE CHURCH. 
Of Prayer , i¿ 2 29. 


LXVIII. The praise with which the Synod warmly recommends Quesnel's reflections on the New 
Testament, and other works, although condemned, by other authors who accredit Quesnel's errors 
and proposes them to parish priests so that, after other functions, they can read them at people, each 
in their own parish, as rich in solid principles of Religion; 


FALSE, SCANDALOUS, REWARDLESS, SEDITIOUS, INVIOUS TO THE CHURCH, FOMENTATOR OF 
SCHISM AND HERESY. 


OF SACRED IMAGES. 
Of Prayer , ig’ 17. 


LXIX. The prescription which generally and without distinction indicates among the images to be 
removed from the Church, as they constitute an occasion for error for the uneducated, those of an 
unintelligible Trinity; 


BECAUSE OF ITS GENERALITY REVOLUTIONARY AND CONTRARY TO THE PIOUS CUSTOM 
PRACTICED IN THE CHURCH, THERE ARE ALMOST THAT THERE ARE NO IMAGES OF THE MOST 
HOLY TRINITY COMMONLY APPROVED AND TO BE PERMITTED WITH SAFETY (Breve Sollicitudini 
nostrae of Pius VI of the year 1745). 


KKK 


LXX. Likewise the doctrine and the prescription generally disapproving of any special cult, which the 
faithful are usually bestowed particularly on some image by resorting to one rather than another; 


REWARDLESS, PERNICIOUS, INVIOUS TO THE PIOUS CUSTOM PRACTICED IN THE CHURCH, AND 
TO THAT ORDER OF PROVIDENCE WITH WHICH " God did not want these things to happen in all the 
memories of the saints, distributing his own gifts to each one as he wishes " (St. Augustine, Ep . 78, 
Clero, Senioribus, et universae Plebi Ecclesiae Hipponen.). 


KKK 


LXXI. Likewise the prescription which forbids images, especially of the Blessed Virgin, to be 
distinguished by other titles, except by denominations which are analogous to the Mysteries of which 
express mention is made in Sacred Scripture; 


As if it were not possible to give the images other pious denominations, which even in the same public 
prayers the Church approves and recommends; 


MERCY, OFFENSIVE OF THE PIEOUS EARS, INJURIOUS TO THE VENERATION ESPECIALLY DUE 
TO THE BLESSED VIRGIN. 


KKK 


LXXII. Likewise the one who wants the custom of keeping certain images veiled as an abuse; 


MARCV CONTRARV TO THR CTTSTONM PRACTICFND IN THR CHTTIRCH ANT INTRONITICHT TO 
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PROMOTE THE PITY OF THE FAITHFUL. 


k*k k 


OF THE PARTIES. 
Holiday Reform Memo, ï¿ %2 3. 


LXXIII. The proposition which affirms that the institution of the new feasts originated from the 
negligence in observing the ancient ones, and from the erroneous knowledge of the nature and 
purpose of the same; 


FALSE, REVOLUTIONARY, SCANDALOUS, INJURIOUS OF THE CHURCH, FAVORABLE TO THE 
TALKING OF THE HERETICS AGAINST THE HOLIDAYS WHICH ARE CELEBRATED IN THE 
CHURCH. 


KR R 
Ibid , ig % 8. 


LXXIV. The resolution of the Synod regarding the transfer to Sunday of the feasts instituted during 
the course of the year, it being certain that the ecclesiastical discipline relating to purely spiritual 
matters belongs to the Bishop; consequently it is also necessary to abrogate the precept of listening to 
Mass on days in which the same precept is still in force due to previous laws of the Church; and it is 
also necessary to transfer to Advent, by decision of the Bishop, the fasts to be observed during the 
year by precept of the Church; 


Insofar as it affirms that it is permissible for the Bishop, by his own right, to transfer the days 
prescribed by the Church for the celebration of feasts and fasts, or to abrogate the enjoined precept of 
hearing Mass; 


FALSE PROPOSITION, DEFINITIVE OF THE RIGHT OF GENERAL COUNCILS AND OF THE SUPREME 
PONTIFFS, SCANDALOUS, FAVORABLE TO SCHISM. 
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OF OATHS. 
Reminder on oath reform , ig’ 5. 


LXXV. The doctrine which says that in the happy times of the nascent Church, oaths seemed so alien 
to the teachings of the Divine Master and to the golden simplicity of the Gospel, that " swearing itself 
without an extreme and indispensable necessity would have been considered as an irreligious act, 
unworthy of a Christian"; moreover, " that the uninterrupted series of the Fathers demonstrates that 
the common sentiment was to consider oaths as proscribed"; therefore it condemns the oaths that the 
ecclesiastical curia, modeling itself on feudal jurisprudence, has adopted in investitures and even in 
the sacred Ordinations of Bishops; and therefore establishes that it is necessary to implore the 
secular power for a law for the abolition of the oaths which are also required in the curiae 
ecclesiastical to be admitted to positions, offices and generally in any curial act; 


FALSE, INJURIOUS TO THE CHURCH, INFRINGEMENT OF ECCLESIASTICAL LAW, SUBVERSIVE OF 
THE DISCIPLINE INTRODUCED AND APPROVED BY THE CANONS. 


k*k k*k k 
OF ECCLESIASTICAL CONFERENCES. 
Of church conferences , ig’ 1. 


LXXVI. The outrageous way in which the Synod treats Scholasticism, as one that " opened the way for 
the invention of new mutually discordant systems on the most precious truths, and finally led to 
probabilism and laxity "; 


Inasmuch as it attributes to Scholasticism the vices of individuals, who could abuse or abused it; 


FALSE, REWARDLESS, INJURIOUS TO MOST HOLY MEN AND DOCTORS, WHO WITH THE GREAT 
ADVANTAGE OF THE CATHOLIC RELIGION CULTIVATED THE SCHOOL, FAVORABLE TO THE 
HOSPITAL TALKS OF THE HERETICS AGAINST THE SAME. 


Ibid . 


LXXVII. Likewise as he adds that " the change in the form of ecclesiastical government, making the 
Ministers of the Church forget their rights, which are at the same time their obligations, ended up 
making them lose the primitive ideas of the ecclesiastical ministry and of pastoral solicitude" ; 


Almost as if for the change of the government congruent to the discipline established, and approved in 
the Church, it was possible to forget and lose the primitive notion of the ecclesiastical ministry or of 
pastoral solicitude; 


FALSE, REVOLUTIONARY, ERRONEOUS PROPOSITION. 


K*K* 
Ibid, ig % 4. 


LXXVIII. The prescription of the Synod regarding the order of dealing with things in the conferences, 
according to which, after having stated first that one must distinguish " in each article what belongs to 
the Faith and to the essentials of Religion from what is a matter of discipline " , he adds " that in this 
same (discipline) one will distinguish what ts necessary or useful for maintaining the faithful in the 
spirit from what is useless and tends to burden the faithful themselves with a burden that does not suit 
the freedom of the children of the new alliance; and much more from what is dangerous or harmful, 
because it leads to superstition and materialism "; 


Inasmuch as for the generality of the words it also includes and subjects to the prescribed 
examination the discipline constituted and approved by the Church, almost as if the Church, which is 
governed by the spirit of God, could establish a discipline that is not only useless and more 
burdensome than that involving Christian freedom, but even dangerous, harmful, inducing 
superstition and materialism; 


FALSE, REVINCED, SCANDALOUS, HARMFUL, OFFENSIVE TO PIETY EARS, INVIOUS TO THE 
CHURCH AND TO THE SPIRIT OF GOD, BY WHICH THE CHURCH ITSELF IS REGULATED; AT 
LEAST WRONG. 


KKK 


IMPROPSES AGAINST SOME OPINIONS UNTIL NOW DISCUSSED IN CATHOLIC SCHOOLS. 
Oration to the Synod, ig'/2 2. 


LXXIX. The assertion which with backbiting and insults takes it against the opinions discussed in the 
Catholic schools, and about which the Apostolic See has not decided for the moment to define or 
pronounce; 


FALSE, REVOLUTIONARY, INJURIOUS TO CATHOLIC SCHOOLS, DEROGANT FROM THE 
OBEDIENCE DUE TO THE APOSTOLIC CONSTITUTIONS. 


kkk 


OF THE THREE RULES POSTED BY THE SYNOD AS THE FOUNDATION FOR THE REFORM OF THE 
REGULARS. 


Memorandum for the Reform of Regulars , ig’, 9. 


LXXX. The first rule, which establishes generally and without distinction " that the Regular or 
Monastic state is by its nature incompatible with the care of souls and with the exercises of pastoral life, 
and therefore incapable of being part of the Ecclesiastical hierarchy without directly offending the 
principles of monastic life itself" ; 


FALSE, PERNICIOUS, INJURIOUS TO THE MOST HOLY FATHERS OF THE CHURCH AND TO THE 
PRELATE WHO ASSOCIATED THE INSTITUTES OF REGULAR LIFE WITH THE EMPLOYMENTS OF 
THE CLERICAL ORDER; CONTRARY TO THE PIO, ANCIENT, APPROVED CUSTOMS OF THE 
CHURCH, AND TO THE SANCTIONS OF THE SUPREME PONTIFFS. " Almost as tf the Monks , who 
are commendable for the severity of their customs and for the holy institution of life and faith", not only 
suitably and without offending Religion, but also with much advantage for the Church" are 
aggregated to the Clerical Offices " (S. Siricius, Epist. Decret. ad Himerium Tarracon., ch. 13). 
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LXXXI. Likewise in what he adds, namely that Saints Thomas and Bonaventure behaved in such a 
way in defending the Institutes of mendicants against great men, that less fire and more precision 
would have been desired in their defenses; 


SCANDALOUS, INVIOUS TO THE MOST HOLY DOCTORS, FAVORABLE TO THE IMPIEOUS 
CONTEMLIA OF CONDEMNED AUTHORS. 


KKK 


LXXXII. The second rule, according to which " the multiplicity of Orders and diversity must naturally 
lead to disorder and confusion "; and what he prefaces at ig’2 4, " that the founders of the Regulars 
(who came after the monastic institutions), increasing Orders to Orders, Reforms to Reforms, did nothing 
but further expand the primary cause of the evil"; 


Meaning by Orders and Institutes those approved by the Holy See, almost as if the distinct variety of 
pious offices to which the distinct Orders are assigned should by its nature produce perturbation and 
confusion; 


FALSE, CALUMNIOUS, INJURIOUS AGAINST THE FOUNDING SAINTS AND THEIR FAITHFUL 
STUDENTS, AS WELL AS AGAINST THE SUMMER POENTS THEMSELVES. 


KKK 


LXXXIII. The third rule with which, after having premised that " a small body which lives in civil 
society without almost being part of it, and establishes a small monarchy in the state, is always a 
dangerous body ", and accuses the united private monasteries under this name with the bond of the 
common Institute, particularly under a Head, like so many special monarchies dangerous and 
harmful to the civil Republic; 


FALSE, REWARDLESS, INJURIOUS AGAINST THE REGULAR INSTITUTES APPROVED BY THE HOLY 
SEE IN ADVANTAGE OF RELIGION, IN FAVOR OF THE GOBLICITY AND CALUMNY OF THE 
HERETICS AGAINST THE SAME INSTITUTES. 


KKK 


OF THE SYSTEM, THAT IS, OF THE SET OF PROVISIONS COMPLETED ACCORDING TO THE 
ABOVE-SAID RULES, AND INCLUDED IN THE FOLLOWING EIGHT ARTICLES FOR THE REFORM OF 
THE REGULARS. 


i¢ %2 10. 


LXXXIV. Article 1. Only one Order should exist in the Church. Out of gratitude and for the solidity of the 
plan, the Rule of St. Benedict should be chosen. The method of life conducted at Porto Reale would 
provide indications for adding or removing what perhaps would not be appropriate in the present 
circumstances. 


2. Those belonging to this system should not have any interference in the ecclesiastical hierarchy, 
therefore they will not have public Churches, and will not be promoted to Holy Orders or, at most, one or 
two of them will be ordained as Curates or Chaplains of the Monastery; the others will remain in the 
state of simple laymen. 


3. Every city should have only one Monastery, located outside it in the most solitary and distant places. 


4. Among the occupations of monastic life, a part should absolutely be dedicated to manual work, 
leaving a suitable time for psalmody and, for those who wish, for study. The psalmody should be 
moderate because excessive length generates precipitation, regret and dissipation. The more the 
psalmodies, prayers and prayers increased, the fervor and sanctity of the Regulars diminished in 
proportion at all times. 


5. No distinction of choir or service Monks should be admitted; this inequality gave rise to very serious 
quarrels and discords at all times, and banned the spirit of charity from the communities of Regulars. 


6. The vow of perpetual permanence should never be allowed. The ancient monks did not know it, yet 
they were the consolation of the Church and the ornament of Christianity. The vows of chastity, poverty 
and obedience will not be admitted as a common and stable rule, but whoever wishes to take them, 
either all or in part. must ask the Bishop for advice and permission. who however will never allow them 


same conditions. 


7. The Bishop will be able to carry out the widest inspection of their conduct, their studies, their 
progress in Christian perfection; it will be up to him to admit or drive out the individuals, having however 
previously listened to those who live together in the monastery . 


8. The Regulars of the Orders that still exist could be admitted to the monastery, albeit Priests, should 
they wish to wait in silence and retreat for their own sanctification. In this case, one could dispense 
with the general rule established in the second number, in such a way, however, that also the Priests 
would not have any other method of life different from the others, nor would they be allowed to 
celebrate, except in accordance with the rule expressed above, that is, that there should not be more 
than one, or at most two Masses per day; the other Priests must be happy to concelebrate with the 
community. 
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SIMILARLY FOR THE REFORM OF THE NUNS. 


i¢’%2 11. Perpetual vows will not be admitted until the age of forty or forty-five. These nuns will apply 
themselves to concrete things and especially to work, and will distance themselves above all from carnal 
spirituality, which constitutes the occupation of most of them. It would only be seen, if it were convenient 
for them to leave the monastery in the city. 


SUBVERSION SYSTEM OF THE CURRENT DISCIPLINE, APPROVED AND APPLIED SINCE ANCIENT 
TIMES; PERNICIOUS, OPPOSITE AND INJURIOUS TOWARDS THE APOSTOLIC CONSTITUTIONS, 
AND TO THE DECISIONS OF SEVERAL COUNCILS, INCLUDING GENERAL COUNCILS, AND 
ESPECIALLY OF TRIDENTINE; IN FAVOR OF THE GOSPEL AND CALUMNIE OF THE HERETICS 
AGAINST THE MONASTIC VOWS AND THE REGULAR INSTITUTES EMPLOYED FOR A MORE 
STABLE PROFESSION OF THE EVANGELICAL COUNCILS. 
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OF THE NATIONAL COUNCIL TO BE CALLED. 
Reminder for the convocation of a National Council , ig 1. 


LXXXV. The proposition which says that some knowledge of ecclesiastical history is enough to have to 
admit that the convocation of a national council is one of the canonical ways to put an end to 
controversies in matters of religion in the Church of the respective nations; 


Understood in the sense that controversies pertaining to the Faith and customs arising in any Church 
can end with the irrefutable judgment of the National Council, almost as if the National Council were 
responsible for the impossibility of making mistakes in questions of Faith and customs; 


SCHISM, HERETIC. 
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We therefore command all the faithful of both sexes that they do not presume to think, teach and 
speak about the said propositions and doctrines against what is declared in this Constitution of Ours, 
so that whoever, jointly or separately, shall teach, will defend, publish those, or any of those, or even 
discuss them by disputing in public or in private, if not to combat them, subject on the fact itself, 
without other declaration, to ecclesiastical censures and other penalties established by law against 
those who commit similar things. 


Moreover, with this express disapproval of the aforesaid propositions and doctrines, we do not intend 
to approve the other things contained in the same book, many propositions and doctrines having been 
particularly observed in it either similar to those which have been previously condemned, or such 
which show both a rash contempt for the common approved doctrine and discipline, as well as a spirit 
extremely hostile to the Roman Pontiffs and to the Apostolic See. 


We then judge two things worthy of being especially noted: that, regarding the mystery of the Most 
Holy Trinity, ig’ 2 of the decree of the Faith, were expressed in the Synod, if not with a bad heart, 
certainly with imprudence; they can easily mislead particularly the unprepared and the unwary. 


The first : after rightly premising that God remains one and most simple in his Being, he immediately 


adds that God himself is distinguished in three Persons; therefore he recklessly distances himself 
from the common formula and adopted in the institutions of Christian doctrine: a formula in which 
God is indeed declared to be one in three distinct Persons, and not distinct in three Persons. With the 
change of the words of the current formula, the danger of error creeps in, that is, that one considers 
distinct in the Persons that Divine Essence which the Catholic Faith confesses to be so one in distinct 
Persons, that at the same time it professes it fully indistinct in itself. 


The other : dealing with the same three Divine Persons, he teaches that according to their personal 
properties - and incommunicable, to speak more exactly - they are described and denominated as 
Father, Word and Holy Spirit, as if it were less proper and exact there appellation of Son consecrated 
by many passages of Scripture, by the very voice of the Father descended from Heaven and from the 
cloud, as well as by the formula of Baptism prescribed by Christ and by that illustrious testimony 
with which Peter was called blessed by Christ himself, nor one should forget that the Angelic Master ( 
St. Thomas , part I, quest. 34, articles 2 and 3), instructed by Augustine, also taught that " in the noun 
Word is included the same property of the name Son", as Augustine states that " saying Word is like 
saying Son" (Santig’2Agostino, Della Trinità , lib. 7, chap. 2). 


Nor should that illustrious temerity full of fraud be used by the Synod, which had the audacity not 
only to exalt with profuse praise the declaration of the Gallican Assembly of the year 1682, already 
rejected for some time by the Apostolic See , but to give it greater authority, to insert it insidiously in 
the decree entitled Della Fede,to clearly adopt the articles contained therein, and with the public and 
solemn profession of these articles to seal those things that are taught here and there in the same 
decree. Hence, not only do We have a much more serious reason to complain about the Synod than 
Our Predecessors had to complain about those rallies, but we also do not a slight insult to the 
Gallican Church itself that the Synod considered it worthy of being called to defend with his authority 
the errors with which that decree is infected. 


Therefore, since the Acts of the Gallican Assembly, as soon as they came to light, were reprobated, 
quashed, declared null and void, by virtue of their apostolic ministry by Our Venerable Predecessor 
Innocent XI with his letter in the form of a Brief dated 11 April 1682 , and then more expressly by 
Alexander VIII with the Constitution Inter multiplices of August 4, 1690, so much more strongly does 
pastoral solicitude demand of Us that the recent adoption in the Synod of such Acts, infected with so 
many vices, be reproved and condemned by Us as rash, scandalous and, particularly after the decrees 
issued by Our Predecessors, highly abusive towards this Apostolic See; just as with our present 
Constitution we reprove and condemn it, and we want it to be considered reproven and condemned. 


To this kind of fraud belongs the fact that the Synod, in this same decree on the Faith, reproduces 
many articles that the Theologians of the Louvain faculty submitted to the judgment of Innocent XI 
and also twelve others presented to Benedict XIII by the Cardinal of Noailles, and not had difficulty in 
resurrecting the vain and ancient imposture from the reproved second Council of Utrecht, spreading it 
rashly among the people with these words: it is well known throughout Europe that those articles 
were subjected to a very severe examination in Rome, and they emerged not only immune from any 
censure, but were even recommended by the above praised Popes. Of this alleged recommendation, 
however, not only does there not exist any authentic document, because the Acts oppose itof the 
examination preserved in the registers of Our Supreme Inquisition, from which it only results that no 
judgment was pronounced on them. 


For these reasons, therefore, with Apostolic authority, in accordance with the present Constitution, 
we prohibit and condemn this book entitled Acts and decrees of the Diocesan Council of Pistoia of the 
year 1785. In Pistoia per Atto Bracali Episcopal Printer. With approval, whether under this or any other 
title printed hitherto, or to be printed anywhere, and in any language, with any edition or version, as 
we also forbid and interdict all other books in defense of the aforementioned, or of its doctrine, both 
manuscripts how much, perhaps, already printed or (God forbid!) to be printed; we prohibit the 
reading, transcription, retention and use of all and individual faithful, under pain of 
excommunication to be incurred ipso facto by offenders. 


We also command the Venerable Brothers Patriarchs, Archbishops and Bishops, and the other 
Ordinaries of the places, the Inquisitors of the heretical pravity, that they absolutely repress and force 
any contradictory and rebel with the censures and with the aforementioned penalties, and with other 
legal remedies and in fact, also invoking for this purpose, if necessary, the help of the secular arm. 


We also want copies of this Constitution, even if printed, signed by the hand of some public notary 
and bearing the seal of a person constituted in ecclesiastical dignity, to be lent the same faith as 


ee aA ‘ee, haan dh dew y E A AeA ca ee eet | SE SA were, Anwscli tlc: Aw, nw lhc Aesan 


WOUIU VE ICILIL LO MUIC Salll© VLIPifidl li 1L WEIC CALIVILCU OI SILOW II. 


Therefore, it is not permissible for anyone to violate our declaration of condemnation, command, 
prohibition and interdiction, or rashly contradict it. Should anyone dare to oppose this, let him know 
that he will incur the indignation of Almighty God and the Blessed Apostles Peter and Paul. 


Given in Rome, at Santa Maria Maggiore, in the year of the Incarnation of Our Lord 1794, on 28 August, 
the twentieth year of Our Pontificate. 


